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Why do so few Blind Students currently participate in Sporting Activities?
A recent survey of Blind Sports revealed that as few as 5% of all school age students from prep to year 12 actually participate in any form of sporting activities. The blind community face higher instances of preventable diseases such as diabetes which can be directly attributed to the lower levels of physical activities impacting many in this community. And yet, despite all the evidence of increased susceptibility to preventable diseases and the proven health and wellbeing benefits of participation in sports, the blind student community still only has a 5% participation rate in sporting activities.

There are a number of reasons for such a low rate of participation in sport by the blind student community. Some of these reasons are: 

· School based sporting activities frequently do not facilitate the participation of blind and low vision students

· Students feel they can’t participate in any form of sport because of their lack of vision

· Parents frequently underestimate the ability of their blind or low vision children to be able to participate in sport

· In most local communities, sporting clubs only offer sporting activities to the sighted community and there are no sporting activities suitable for the blind in most local communities

· With no sporting activities available locally, students and parents may need to travel considerable distances to participate in sport

· Students and Parents alike are often unaware of what sporting options are available in the blind community

· The demographics of the bind community are skewed towards the elderly with many of the activities aimed at this age group and being conducted at times when students are in school

These barriers need not exist as there are a number of available alternatives including Blind Cricket.
Blind Cricket: An International Sport with all aged mixed gender competitions at Local, National and International levels played in Australia from October to March at the VBCA grounds, 454 Glenferrie Road Kooyong, Vic 3144 (at the rear of Vision Australia)
Junior Development: Junior Development Clinic held Saturday mornings from 10:30am to 12:00noon

Competition Games: All age mixed gender games played Saturday afternoons from 1:00pm to 5:15pm
For further information, please contact our Development Coordinator Rod Pritchard on:

Telephone: (BH) 03 8842 5878




   (AH) 03 9754 7308




   (Mob) 0401 718 926

Email: pritchardjojo@bigblue.net.au
Blind Cricket – Come and see the way we play!
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