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Cricket with a twist
	As the Australian Cricket Team gear up for the 2006 Ashes Series. The Australian Blind Cricket team is preparing to travel to Pakistan for the third World Cup of Cricket for the Blind, 2006.
Seventeen-year-old Vision <Australia> client Lindsay Heaven is amongst the 16 Australian who will fly to <<Pakistan>> to compete.
At 11, Lindsay was diagnosed with Stargardt's disease, a form of macular degeneration that affects central vision. He lost a significant amount of his sight at 14. A year later, the B3 all-rounder started playing blind cricket at the Vision Australia Kooyong oval.
“It’s a great game. I think it actually requires more concentration than traditional cricket – you’ve got to take every chance out there,” Lindsay says.  “I reacted to the loss of my sight a little better than some others and I think it’s because I found sport. I’m amazed at what I’ve done through it.”

But just how does blind cricket work? Well, the sound of leather on willow may be replaced by the sound of rattling metal, but the competition is just as fierce. 

An audible ball – made of hard plastic and filled with metal washers or ball bearings – is just one of blind cricket’s adaptations. In this game, the ball is bowled underarm, has to bounce twice before being hit, and the bowler must call “play” before releasing it. 
Otherwise, it’s like traditional cricket – there are 11 players per team, the same bat is used and protective gear is essential. 
Did you know?

Blind cricket was invented in <<Melbourne>> in 1922. The world’s first dedicated ground for the game, the oval behind the Vision Australia Kooyong centre, was established in 1928. Originally, balls were made of woven cane containing pieces of twisted metal.
	· World Cup of Cricket for the blind to commence in Pakistan next month
· 17 year old Lindsay Haven to compete for the first time

· Vision Australia assists people who are blind or have low vision to follow their dreams and live life to the full



	 Whether it’s reading textbooks at school, getting a job, catching a bus or playing sport. Vision Australia ensures that people who are blind or vision impaired can live life to the full. 

Vision Australia depends on generous support from the community. For more information or to support Vision Australia call 1300 847 466 or visit www.visionAustralia.org.au
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