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1 INTRODUCTION 

Australia developed the game of Blind Cricket a sport which is now played 
throughout the world. After the conception of Blind Cricket in the Melbourne suburb 
of Prahran the Victorian Blind Cricket Association, “The Home of Blind Cricket”, was 
established on the 21st October 1922.  

Since this humble beginning the game has undergone many changes and gained 
popularity and growth in player participation. Today it is not only played in Victoria 
but also throughout Australia and internationally by both recognised and non 
recognised Cricketing Nations alike with World Cups are conducted on a regular 
basis. 

The first Interstate game of Blind Cricket took place in Sydney in 1928 between NSW 
and Victoria.  Later the same year, a NSW team travelled to Melbourne to continue 
the challenge. 

In January 1953, the Australian Blind Cricket Council (now Blind Cricket Australia) 
was formed in conjunction with the inaugural Australian Blind Cricket Championships 
which were held at Kooyong in Melbourne. Australian Blind Cricket Championships 
are conducted bi-annually and are held in States around Australia on a rotation 
basis. 

The first International Blind Cricket match was played between Australia and New 
Zealand in 1987. 

The first Blind Cricket World Cup was played in 1998 and world cups are now held 
every four years.  Australia has made the semi finals at most World Cups. 

Australia regularly plays England for the Blind Ashes and has also toured the West 
Indies, South Africa and New Zealand. 

In Victoria the game has ebbed and flowed both in popularity and player participation 
rates over the years. Today there are a number of challenges facing the game in 
Victoria. Advances in medical technologies have substantially reduced the instances 
of many previously untreatable disorders resulting in a significant reduction of the 
size of Victoria’s Blind and Vision Impaired Community. Many of the community’s 
specialist institutions were generally located in the inner city areas making it easier to 
identify, contact and recruit new players to the game. Today, with the closure of 
these institutions we have seen the disbursement of this once centralised community 
into both the wider general community as well as to a much wider geographical area. 
With the community now scattered far and wide the introduction of Privacy Laws has 
made it even more difficult for the Victorian Blind Cricket Association to locate, 
contact and recruit new players of all ages to the game.  

Not withstanding these challenges and the fact that the Victorian Blind Cricket 
Association as a not for profit organisation has limited resources, the aim of this 
Strategic Plan by setting out deliverable outcomes combined with strategic alliances 
with various organizations is to ensure that the game of Blind Cricket remains not 
only viable in the short term but ultimately becomes the pre-emanate game of choice 
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for the Blind and Vision Impaired at all levels in Victoria with a natural flow on that 
would  ensure for decades to come the successful participation of Victoria in National 
events and Australia in International events. 

With the origins and history of the development of Blind Cricket so closely associated 
with Melbourne, the Victorian Blind Cricket Association is proud of its heritage and its 
claim to be the “Home of Blind Cricket.” 
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2 MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Victorian Blind Cricket Association, “The home of Blind Cricket”, 

is to ensure that Blind Cricket is the pre-emanate Blind Sport in Victoria.  

That as a recreational sport Blind Cricket has the highest participation rate of Blind 

Sports at the grass roots level for Adults and Junior’s both Males and Females. 

The establishment and implementation of deliverable programs to coach players at 

all levels to enable them to reach their full cricketing potential. 

To establish and ensure that adequate pathway’s are available for all participants 

who chose to reach the highest levels of achievement with respect to their individual 

cricketing ability. 

To provide adequate training to all administrators and volunteers to enable them to 

perform their roles and responsibilities in a highly profession manner that is fully 

compliant with any rules, regulations, codes of conduct and statutory requirements. 

That Victoria remains the dominate State in Australian National Competitions in all 

forms of the game and that Victorians are highly represented in all Australian 

International Squads with a minimum of 33% of International squads being made up 

of Victorian players. 
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3 CORE VALUES 

VBCA holds the following core values: 

3.1 Professional 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association is a not for profit organisation and aims 

to conduct core business in a considered, competent and professional manner. 

3.2 Lawfully 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association adheres to all applicable codes of 

conduct and statutory requirements. 

3.3 Integrity 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association operates at all times with integrity in all 

dealings at all levels. 

3.4 Respectful 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association treats all others with respect and 

consideration at all times. 

3.5 Accountability 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association is accountable to all Member Clubs and 

their Members and objectively measures all activities and outcomes against set 

goals and standards and reflects on performance outcomes taking remedial 

actions where appropriate. 

3.6 Training 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association seeks to ensure that all Office 

Bearers, those in Leaderships Roles, Volunteers and Officials receive 

adequate training either in house or out sourced to enable them to perform 

required roles, responsibilities, tasks and duties in a professional and 

competent manner. 

3.7 Harmony in Cricket 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association and its Member Clubs are places where 

everyone, regardless of their cultural background, religion, age, gender or 

ability feels welcome. If a person has a passion for cricket our Association and 

Member Clubs have a place for them. 

3.8 Family Friendly 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association and its Member Clubs are a “Family 

Friendly” organisation who welcome and embraces all our players’ family 

members regardless of cultural background, age or gender into our Blind 

Cricket Family. 
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3.9 Inclusive 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association is an inclusive organisation who 

welcomes the involvement of all people be they players, officials, volunteers or 

supporters, weather totally blind, vision impaired, partially or fully sighted 

regardless of cultural background, religion, age or gender to the sport of Blind 

Cricket. 

3.10 Junior Participation 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association embraces participation by blind and vision 

impaired children and understands their need to have fun, develop age 

appropriate sporting skills and learn to be part of a team where they experience 

success from a young age 

3.11 Child Safe Organization 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association is a Child Safe organization that 

embraces the requirements of the Victorian Child Safe and Wellbeing Act 

providing an environment where all children can feel safe and protected from any 

form of abuse that may be construed as being of a sexual, physical, 

psychological or neglect nature. 

3.12 Member Club Involvement 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association works solely for the benefit of Member 

Clubs and their Members and values, respects and welcomes involvement from 

all Member Clubs and their Members on the development and administration of 

the game in Victoria. 

3.13 Good Sports 

 The Victorian Blind Cricket Association as a Good Sports Member Club will 

ensure that where alcohol is served it is done responsibly to ensure the well 

being of all and that the Association and its Members behave in a way that 

enhances the Association’s reputation as a responsible and good neighbour 

and community member.  
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4 ABOUT BLIND CRICKET 

The game of Blind Cricket in Australia is administered and controlled at a National 
level by Blind Cricket Australia and at a State level by respective State BCA affiliate 
members. In Victoria the State administering body is the Victorian Blind Cricket 
Association 

Blind Cricket is played in essentially the same way as the conventional game of 
Cricket with the major exceptions being: 

 Audible ball - the ball rattles/rings when moving (note: ball is of similar size and 
weight to a conventional cricket ball) 

 A side is made up of totally blind players (B1’s), poorly partially sighted legally 
blind players (B2’s) and legally blind partially sighted players (B3’s).  Each sight 
category has a 12th man (14 players in total, eleven players and three 12th men) 

 All bowling is underarm and the ball must bounce at least twice before reaching 
the batter.  Before delivering the ball B1 players receive a direction call from the 
wicketkeeper to find the correct line to bowl. There is a minimum over 
requirement for B1 bowlers to bowl in an innings. 

 Prior to bowling, bowlers must ask the batter if he is ready. Upon receipt of an 
affirmative reply, the bowler must call “play” as the ball is being released  

 Totally blind batters have a runner and when competing at National and 
International events are credited with two runs for every run scored off the bat. 
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5 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 

The Victorian Blind Cricket Association has identified the following Strategic 

Priorities: 

5.1  Increase Player Participation 

 Increase participation in Blind Cricket throughout Victoria for all ages for both 
males and females  

5.1.1   Adult Participation  

 Recruit and develop 5% of the estimated Victorian adult Blind and Vision 
Impaired community both male and female between the ages of 16 and 60 
through come and try days and other initiatives 

 Increase and sustain the number of players and competing clubs in the VBCA 
competition from the current 4 clubs to 8 clubs 

5.1.2   Junior Participation 

 Recruit and develop 35% of the Victorian Student Blind and Vision Impaired 
community both male and female 

 Establish junior programs in  Victoria   

 Establish and sustain a Junior Competition with 8 clubs 

5.1.3   Country and Regional Development 

 Establish and sustain growth in Victorian Country and Regional areas for both 
juniors and adults, males and females 

 Conduct Demonstration Matches coupled with Come and Try days and other 
initiatives in Regional  and Country Victoria 

5.2  Shortened Format Competition 

 Develop a shortened format form of the game to allow time poor people 
opportunities to regularly participate in Blind Cricket  

5.3  Increased Volunteer Participation 

 Recruit develop and sustain volunteers to assist in all on and off field activities 
of the VBCA 

5.4  Training 

 Develop and implement appropriate training programs either internally or out 
sourced to ensure that all Board Members and Volunteers can adequately 
perform their functions and duties in a competent and professional manner that 
is fully compliant with all VBCA and statutory requirements that may be 
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applicable.   

5.5  Strategic Partnerships 

 Seek out appropriate strategic partners within the Blind Community, the 
Cricketing Community and the wider General Community that will assist and 
enhance all aspects of media coverage, public awareness, the recruitment of 
players and volunteers, training requirements, player development and provide 
professionalism and expertise in both the playing and administration of the 
game 

5.6  Schools Programmes 

 Develop in conjunction with the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development, School Sports Victoria, Cricket Victoria and other Strategic 
Partners a Blind Cricket Schools Visits Program to promote community 
awareness of Blind Cricket and the wider issues facing the Blind and Vision 
Impaired Student Community 

 Develop in conjunction with the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development, School Sports Victoria, Cricket Victoria and other Strategic 
Partners opportunities for students to regularly participate in Blind Cricket in 
both curriculum and extracurricular activities  

 Develop in conjunction with the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development, School Sports Victoria and other Strategic Partners an 
Interschool Blind Cricket Competition for blind and vision impaired students. 

 5.7  Player Development  

 To provide Victorian Blind Cricketers with appropriate pathways and support 

from grass roots through to the elite level of competition 

 To provide Victorian Blind Cricketers both Junior and senior with appropriate 

coaching and development opportunities to enable them to realize their full 

potential 

 To establish an ongoing player succession plan to mitigate against depletion of 

the Victorian Squad by exiting players and to ensure that Victoria has at all 

times the strongest available squad to successfully compete at the National 

Level and is strongly represented at the International level 

5.8  National Competition 

 To ensure that Victoria remains a dominate force in Australian National 

Championships which are seen as an important plank in maintaining Victoria as 

the leader in Australian Blind Cricket and in ensuring that Victorian players are 

well represented in Australian teams participating in International competition 
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 To establish the VBCA Young Guns – an under 25 team to represent Victoria in 

order to provide a ready pool of talent to maintain Victoria’s dominance of 

Australian Blind Cricket for many years to come    

5.9  International Competition  

 That Victoria is highly represented in all Australian International Squads with a 

minimum of 33% of these squads being made up of Victorian players 

5.10  Significant Events 

 That a Blind Cricket World Cup be hosted in Melbourne in the 4th quarter of 2022 

as the key plank not only celebrating the 100th anniversary of Victorian Blind 

Cricket Association on 21st October 2012 but also to celebrate 100 years of Blind 

Cricket world wide. 
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6 TARGETS AND MEASURES OF SUCCESS 

6.1 SENIOR CLUBS 

The growth target is to capture 5% of the estimated 3000 Victorian Blind Community 

members aged 18 to 60 to establish 8 clubs offering competitions in both the 2 day 

and shortened game formats by 2023. 

Club Growth for the season commencing: 

2013 4 clubs 40 players 

2014 4 clubs 46 players 

2015 4 clubs 52 players 

2016 5 clubs 59 players 

2017 5 clubs 68 players 

2018 6 clubs 77 players 

2019 6 clubs 88 players 

2020 7 clubs 100 players 

2021 8 clubs 114 players 

2022 8 clubs 130 players 

2023 8 clubs 150 players 

6.2 Junior Clubs 

The target growth is to capture 35% of the 350 Victorian Blind Student Community 

aged 5 to 17 to form 8 clubs over 2 competitions, 1 competition of 4 clubs of Primary 

School Students and 1 competition of 4 clubs of secondary school students by 2023 

2013   0 clubs 3 players 

2014   2 clubs 12 players 

2015   4 clubs 24 players 

2016   6 clubs 36 players 

2017   8 clubs 48 players 

2018   8 clubs 70 players 

2019   8 clubs 80 players 
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2020   8 clubs 90 players 

2021   8 clubs 100 players 

2022   8 clubs 110 players 

2023   8 clubs 120 players 

6.3 VBCA Young Guns 

Establish an under 25 Victorian Squad, the Victorian Young Guns, to compete in 

their own right as a second Victorian Team by the 2017-18 Australian Blind Cricket 

National Championships. 

6.4 20/20 Competition 

Establish by 2013 an ongoing shortened game format competition as part of the 

VBCA playing fixture. 

6.5 Regional Cricket 

Develop and establish by 2014 Demonstration Matches and Come and Try Days in 

strategic Victorian Regional Country Canters 

Develop and establish by 2017 the playing of VBCA match fixtures at strategic key 

Victorian Regional Country Centres. 

6.6 100 Years of Blind Cricket 

To have successfully secured by 2016 a Blind Cricket World Cup to be held in 

Melbourne in the 4th quarter of 2022 as part of the 100th anniversary celebrations of 

the Victorian Blind Cricket  
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7 FUNDING 

Establish sufficient ongoing funding through Donations, Government Grants, 

Sponsorships, and Self Funding to ensure that the aims, objectives and strategies of 

the Victorian Blind Cricket Association are achieved on schedule and not delayed 

due to funding shortfalls. 
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8 CALENDAR 

Typical Season   

September  

Adult Come and Try Day 

Schools Blind Cricket Programme 

October 

Season Opening 

Nearest weekend to 21st October each year - VBCA Annual Anniversary  

 VBCA V Bunnings  

 VBCA V Australian Cricket Society 

November 

VBCA V Prahran Cricket Club 

VBCA V Keilor Park Cricket Club 

December 

VBCA v Cricket Victoria 

December / January (Biannually) 

Australian Blind Cricket Championships 

January 

Heritage Match - Hume & Hovel Cricket Ground – VBCA Vs the International 

Fellowship of Cricketing Rotarians 

February 

VBCA V Victorian State Politicians 

March   

Domestic   Grand Final March  

Banks of the Murray Cup  
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VBCA Presentation Night 

 

May 

Top Line Cricket Invitational – Indoor Challenge VBCA V Challengers  

 

 


